[Surgical treatment of large or giant cavernous sinus hemangiomas via epidural approach].
To summarize the curative effect of surgically treated large or giant cavernous sinus hemangiomas (CSH) via epidural approach. From June 1999 to June 2011, 19 cases of CSH including 15 female and 4 male patients, ranging from 26 to 70 years (mean 45.3 years) were retrospectively reviewed. Ptosis/ocular motility disorders (10 cases), headache/ophthalmalgia (7 cases), decreased visual acuity (7 cases) and facial hyperesthesia (4 cases) were the most common presenting complaints. The epidural approach was taken and the tumor dissection was performed at the interval between trochlear nerve and ophthalmic nerve and the interval between ophthalmic nerve and maxillary nerve. The curative effect was followed up regularly. Gross total resection was attained in 13 cases, near-total resection in 4 cases, subtotal resection in 1 case and partial resection in 1 case. The follow-up period was between 6-144 months (mean 41.5 months). The results of last follow-up were as follows: among the 10 patients with ptosis/ocular motility disorders, complete remission was achieved in 5, improvement in 2, no change in 2 and lost follow-up in 1. Facial hypoesthesia symptom got complete remission in 2 patients and partial remission in the other 2 patients. The other symptoms mentioned above were all relieved. One patient got complication with impairment of vision and ocular motility disorders. Combined with skilled skull base techniques, surgical treatment of large or giant CSH via epidural approach is an effective method and the preservation of cranial nerves could be attained to an acceptable level.